“The Keys to Life”

Children’s Sermon Object on Jesus is the Way from
John 14:1-14

Children’s Message: The Key to Life
Jesus is the Way

Main Objective: What does it mean that Jesus is “the
way”? This message demonstrates to children the importance of Jesus being the most
important thing in our lives. The object lesson utilizes a key to describe Christ’s power,
emphasizing the key’s ability to let us into places, just as Jesus lets us into fellowship with God
and eternal life.

Law/Gospel Theme: Because of sin, we are separated from God. The law says that we must do
certain things in order to receive blessing. Here, we see that Jesus is THE way to life. Because of
His death and resurrection, the gates of Heaven are “unlocked” and we can gain access to the
Lord. We cannot do it on our own, but Jesus makes the way for us, when we only believe.

Optional Materials / Object Lesson Props: Keys, with locks to unlock | available.
Bible Passage: John 14:1-14

Message Note: As with most messages, the details of how you choose to communicate this are
adaptable and should cater to timing as well as to your audience and student needs. Use your
judgment and ideas to best serve students. Note extra variations for using this message at
home.

More Teaching Helps on Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life

o See all our lessons and ministry ideas about Jesus is the Way.

« See ourvideo playlist on Jesus is the Way.

o See our Sunday School Lesson “l am the way, the truth, the life”

o Compare our children’s sermon on this passage
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Children’s Sermon on Jesus is the Way
(John 14:1-14) Keys to Life Object Lesson

Greet children, and depending on setting, with keys in hand. If you are doing this one at home,
take the keys around to doors or have a lock box that can be opened.

Hello, children of God! What do | have here? (Hold up keys) That’s right; these are keys! What
do keys do? Well, they unlock things, right? So, if | put this key into my house door, it will let me
inside the house. If | use this key, | can unlock the mailbox. (Again, if you’re doing this at home,
it might be fun to experiment and let kids see which key goes with what.)

| have to use the right key that is made for a certain lock. Otherwise, no matter how much | try
and twist, it won’t quite go in.

Will any of these keys get me into Heaven?? Will one of them show me how to be close to God?
No, these keys won’t do that...but what will? There is something, or rather someONE who is the
way to God’s kingdom. Who is that?? Of course... it’s Jesus!

In our Gospel today, Jesus described Himself as being the way, the truth, and the life. He said
that He was going to go to Heaven and prepare a place for us. His disciples asked Him to show
the way, and asked what God the Father was like. Jesus told them that HE was the way, and
that He was one with God. Those who knew Jesus knew God.

You see, way back in the very beginning, Adam and Eve disobeyed God. When they sinned, it
locked the door between us and fellowship with God, and brought pain and hardship into
earthly life.

Well, fortunately, God is a pretty good locksmith! He had a plan to bring us back into a
relationship with Him, and that plan was fulfilled in Jesus. He is the key to life. He is the way we
can be saved, draw near to God, and one day go to Heaven!

It isn’t something we do ourselves. Just like we can’t wiggle and force a key into a lock, we can’t
earn or force our own way into Heaven. We have to come through Jesus. When we put our
faith in Christ and trust that His death and resurrection save us, we can rest assured that we are
in God’s family.
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We can talk to God, share our thoughts, and tell Him our hopes and needs in the name of Jesus.
We know that we will be in that Heavenly household one day, and in the meantime, we know
that Jesus is present and will never leave us. He is the key!

Children’s Prayer Moment

(Have kids repeat each line)
Dear God,
You are the way, truth, and life

You are the key to all things
Please help us to know how to follow you
Thank you for unlocking the door to life

Thank you for your love
We love you, God!
In Jesus name, Amen!

Bible Verses/story to Reference: John 14:1-14

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my Father's house are
many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? >And if
I go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, that where | am
you may be also. * And you know the way to where | am going.” > Thomas said to him, “Lord, we
do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. ”If you had
known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have
seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” °Jesus said to him, “Have
I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 2° Do you not believe that | am in the Father and
the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own authority, but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. 2 Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in
me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.

2“Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that | do; and greater

works than these will he do, because | am going to the Father. > Whatever you ask in my name,
this | will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in my name, |
will do it. -John 14:1-14 ESV
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This lesson was prepared by Kristin Schmidt, who serves at the
Epiphany Lutheran Church in Castle Rock, CO.

She has shared her teaching gifts through Ministry-To-Children
since 2014 and now serves as our lead curriculum writer.

Kristin has a professional background in elementary and pre-
school education. A graduate of Biola University, she holds a
Master of Education and will receive the Master of Theology
degree from Concordia University, Irvine, California, in May
2020. Kristin grew up in southern California and lived the past 10 years in Georgia. She is a long-
distance runner and voracious reader.

We hope you enjoy this free resource. Everything from Ministry-To-Chidren.com is 100% free to
copy & use in ministry. Since 2007, our website has equipped and encouraged churches from
around the world. Our mission is simple.

Help you tell kids about Jesus!

Our team is honored that you choose our material. Thank you for ... serving where God has
placed you - telling children about Jesus — and allowing us to be a part of your mission.

Our website now has over 4,000 free resources for your children’s ministry. Each month we’re
adding even more! Here are a few popular sections:

e QOver 300 Coloring Pages Bible Coloring Pages.

e QOver 700 Bible Lessons and Complete Sunday School Curriculum

e We post new Children’s Sermons Object Lessons every week.

e Sunday School Games, Bible Crafts, and Worship Songs for Kids

® Don’t miss our new sister sites Sunday School Works! and the Sunday School Store
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